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In order to comply with discretionary regulations 37 CFR §§1.97 and 1.98, 
attached hereto is Form PTO-1449, copies 1 of the documents listed thereon. These 
documents contain information which the Examiner may consider to be important in 
deciding whether to allow the present application to issue as a patent. Pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(e), the reference was first cited by the searching authority for the 
counterpart PCT application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 



1. Schultz et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,180,415, issued 01/30/01 
In accordance with MPEP Sections 609 and 707.05(b), it is requested that each 



1 To the extent that a document is listed and no copy of same is attached, then such document is not at the present 
time available to the undersigned or is available in the file of a parent application. If a listed document is not in the 
English language and an English translation is readily available, such translation is also attached; if translation is not 
attached it is not readily available to the undersigned. If a foreign language patent document is cited, and an English 
language equivalent is known to the undersigned, then such equivalent patent is also cited on the attached form 
along with the corresponding foreign language patent and a connecting arrow indicated there between; if no such 
English language equivalent is cited, then none is known to undersigned. 



statement. 



document cited (including any cited in applicant's specification which is not repeated on 
the attached Form PTO-1449) be given thorough consideration and that it be cited of 
record in the prosecution history of the present application by initialing on Form PTO- 
1449. Such initialing is requested even if the Examiner does not consider a cited 
document to be sufficiently pertinent to use in a rejection, or otherwise does not 
consider it to be prior art for any reason, or even if the Examiner does not believe that 
the guidelines for citation have been fully complied with. This is requested so that each 
document becomes listed on the face of the patent issuing on the present application. 

The present Disclosure Statement is being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.56 insofar as an Examiner might consider any of the cited documents important in 
deciding whether to allow the application to issue as a patent, but the citation of each 
document is not to be construed as an admission that such document is necessarily 
relevant or prior art. No representation is intended that the cited documents represent the 
results of a complete search, and it is anticipated that the Examiner, in the normal course 
of examination, will make an independent search and will determine the best prior art 
consistent with 37 CFR 1.104(a) and 1.106(b) and, in the course of each search, will 
review for relevance every document cited on the attached form even if not initialed. 



Early and favorable consideration is earnestly solicited. 



Dated:. 




Registration No. 35,285 

McDonnell Boehnen Hulbert & Berghoff 
300 South Wacker Drive, Suite 3200 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone: (312)913-0001 
Facsimile: (312)913-0002 
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Filing Date: 

December 28, 2001 



Group: 



1645 



Examiner 
Initial 
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1. 


6,180,415 


01/30/01 


Schultz et al. 


436 


518 


02/20/98 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS (Including Author. Title. Date. Pertinent Pages. Etc). 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication. 



MCDONNELL BOEHNEN 
HULBERT & BERGHOFF 
300 SOUTH W ACKER DRIVE 
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